PREFACE
The period covered by this Volume, July 1905-October 1906, was
marked by significant changes in Gandhiji's personal life as well as in
the life of the Indian community in South Africa. His Phoenix establish-
ment was now a home for his colleagues including some of his European
associates like Mr. West, though, because of his commitment to the
service of the Transvaal Indians and the need to find resources for Indian
Opinion, he continued to "stay and practise at Johannesburg. Here, his
family life had become more settled; the large household included his
colleagues and assistants. After dinner, he and the other members took
part in religious study or philosophical discussion. His legal practice
prospered despite the strict code of professional ethics he had accepted
for himself. The emphasis on simplicity, even austerity, and on manual
labour increased. He walked the distance of six miles between home
and office, both ways. His experiments in dietetics continued. In a letter
(May 27, 1906) to Lakshmidas, his elder brother, he declared : "I do not
claim anything as mine. All that I have is being utilized for public pur-
poses ... I have no desire for worldly enjoyments of any type whatever."
Another development was his growing conviction of the need for
brahmwcharya in a public worker. He had not then recognized its value
for self-realization. But during the difficult marches that had to be per-
formed with the Stretcher-bearer Corps at the time of the Zulu Rebellion,
he has recorded, "the idea flashed upon me that, if I want tc devote my-
self to the service of the community in this manner, I must relinquish
the desire for children and wealth, lead the life of a vanaprastha> of one
retired from household affairs". (Autobiography, Part. Ill, Chap, vii.) Being
convinced that he ''could not live both after the flesh and the spirit",
he took in his 37th year a vow of brahmacharya for life. Finally, it was
at the Mass Meeting of September 11, 1906 that he discovered the
beauty and power of a pledge taken, with God as witness, to suffer all
the penalties of non-submission to a bad law, and then the principle
which later came to be called satyagraha took birth,
Indian Opinion had in his hands become an instrument of increasing
influence. Through the Gujarati columns especially, he tried to educate
the Indians in South Africa in self-discipline, sanitation and good citizen-
ship, and to prepare them for satyagraha. And he sought to inspire his
readers by recounting the lives of great men and women like Tolstoy,
Lincoln, Mazzini, Elizabeth Fry, Florence Nightingale, Ishwarchandra
Vidyasagar and T. Madhav Rao. Practical difficulties forced him to
discontinue the Hindi and Tamil sections of the weekly. His letters to
Chhaganlal Gandhi contain detailed instructions concerning the contents,
quality and lay-out of the journal. It continued to face financial difficulties
and Gaudluji had to appeal for wider support from the community.